Second Grade at Small World Academy—

An Adventure Class

1 wnuled Iike bo shase my persanal expesience and obaer-
vations abowt a very special persan, my son's second grade
Seacheer, Mok, Karen Stane &1 Woarld Academy in Mathua

Mrs. Seone has been teaching for 22 years and & a true
acvocite for her students. She is the Elementary Departrment
Head, and overseer of mary aiter school programs such as
Lego League, Brickapalooza, Continental Math and the afier
schonl homework class, But, before | continues with all my
gratiude to this simply remarkabde teacher, | must mention
the vibranl, charsmatic, paraprofessional in the classroam
Mes, Barbara Carey, Mrs. Carey has been a paraprofessional
for 24 years and is o Silént partmer in the classoom, She
knows the daily drifis all too well and keeps the students on
thedr learning track. Together Mes. Stone and Mrs. Carey ans
a dynamic dun!

This small tribute. banely wuches upon the first rate educa-
tion iy son has received from his teacher Mrs, Sione.  She |5
truly passionate abouwt h‘d.n:hll'ljzl_ and we are one of the lucky
famities 1o have ker in our daily life.  If thete ase any con-
coms or lswes, she is thene bedone the day it over working out
a resolution with us. She is compassionaie. patient, positive,
supportive and a visionary.  Abowe all, Mra. Slone teaches
beyond the texdbook,

Her first field tip was 1o an cderly home.  The class, all
dreteed in their Hallowseen costuemies, sang their hears out
beefore, dusing and aiver their trip. It was a win-win for all that
.

During the study of colonial imes my son came home with
a feather, it was a quill pen, and be had wrote as Ih:-l.I did in
colonial times.  And what interesting stories he shared with
w1 hame.

The studerts also setied endangened animals.  Of course,
it wasn't just enough to read and write about their animals,
S, Stone had her students become the animal by harlnp_‘ a
fun afteroon of face painting. At dismissal the school foyer
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was full of endangered animals and mosily all wene in full
fledge character. | brought a roaring tger home from: school
that day.

Mrs, Stone as a visionary can transiorm her classnoom inbo
any topic ovesnight. During Thanksgiving week the students
hicame bakers. Thie chassroom was etuipped with mixers
kot plates, all sors of ingredients, ple shells as they literally
began o prepare for the big day.  Cormbread, brownies, apple
pie and so much mone were made, haked and served right
befone their eyes,  On their Thanksgiving day, | entened the
classroom to see & mile léng lavishly decarated table with
mandmaste turkey napkin bolder: from the shadents and 19
Indian feathared friends gathered around. One by one each
siudent shared what they were thankful for. Not 3 gudem
missed, not a detail left out, it was a family of friends

Misst recendly, in pregaration lor making and wrapping
rmaurmemics, Srs Stone’s classroom burned into a musesm,
Sarips of linen were drying on a wooden clothes rack ane
peeled apples, tagged with each student’s nams, were hang-
ing from a maze of odd
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I shaped wire hangers anl

& clathes pins. All was pers

fectly planned with direct

sunlight shining in. And

§ before you could get a good

§ glimpse out the window thene
were 19 unusual looking

s handcrafted animal head jars
[Egyptian canopdc jars) made

\ by the students lined up sar-

The clasamom, noww bust-
 ing at the four walls, trans
el & formmed even mone with Egvp-
tian nostalgla. Then wede
o mathematically cabculated

eafimued 1o page 21

el fwil ng



